
              
 

The Main Feature 
Season 39 - Issue 3         screening 11.10.18 

France  2002   90 minutes   Cert 12 
 
Director - Patrice Leconte    
Producer - Philippe Carcassone  
Screenplay - Claude Klotz  
Cinematography - Jean-Marie Dreujou  
 
Cast  
Milan - Johnny Hallyday  
Manesquier - Jean Rochefort  
Manesquier’s sister - Édith Scob  
Viviane - Isabelle Petit-Jacques  
 
The stars of tonight’s film share two characteristics: they are both 
French cultural icons; and they both died towards the end on 2017. 
Apart from that, they could not be more different.  
 
Johnny Hallyday was France’s best known and most durable rock 
musician. He was born Jean-Philippe Léo Smet in Paris in 1943. 
Influenced by Elvis Presley, Hallyday became known for singing 
rock and roll in French. His first single was issued in 1960, as was his first album. Over a career lasting 
some 57 years, he released 79 albums and had sales of over 110 million, mainly in the Francophone 
world. Indeed, he was little known elsewhere. But at home he made 3,257 appearances in 187 tours over 
his career and was featured on 2,500 magazine covers. And he acted, appearing in 26 films between 1962 
and 2017. Beat that, Cliff Richard.  
 
His lifestyle was hectic, being married five times, twice to the same woman. He lived in Los Angeles (to 
avoid the high personal taxes in France) and enjoyed riding his Harley Davidson motorcycle through the 
California desert.  

 
Having lived his life in the media, his death from lung cancer in 
December 2017 aged 73 was widely mourned in France: 800,000 
people are said to have lined the Champs Élysées to watch his 
cortège pass. And I suppose it was inevitable that his will should 
be contested, with his children from his earlier marriages 
challenging his leaving his estate to the adopted children from his 
final relationship.  
 
In contrast, Jean Rochefort was a veteran actor in the cinema and 
on television, with over 100 films to his credit. He was born in Paris 
in 1930 of Breton parents, went to drama school aged 19, and 
completed his apprenticeship as a theatre actor after completing 
national service in 1953. He spent seven years in the theatre 
before concentrating on film and television, and also on directing.  
 

Famous for his wit and self-deprecating humour, he later joked: “I am part of [French] national heritage. 
There is Bayonne ham, [Philippe] Noiret, [Jean-Pierre] Marielle and me,” in reference to two other well-
known ageing actors. 



In addition to tonight’s film, he is perhaps best known outside France for his role in The Hairdresser’s 
Husband which WNCC screened in 1992, and also for the role he failed to take: he was meant to play Don 
Quixote in the proposed Terry Gilliam film The Man who Killed Don Quixote in 2000 but had to withdraw 
because of a back injury. The story of the failure to complete the film at that time is told in Gilliam’s 
documentary Lost in La Mancha.  
 
Rochefort was withering about working with Gilliam, telling French television in 2014 that the director had 
starved his horse before shooting began to make it look haggard.  An experienced horseman, Rochefort said 
he was shocked to see 'the people around me had apples tied to their backs' so the horse would follow them. 
He said the horse died the day after he left the set. 

Horses were a passion, an interest that began in 1962 when he made “Cartouche”.  In 2004 he was a 
broadcast commentator discussing the equestrian events during the Athens Summer Olympics.  One of the 
two short documentaries he directed in the 1970s was a portrait of a rider, and in 2011, he co-wrote a book, 
together with art historian Edward Vignot, about various works in the Louvre that featured horses.  

Rochefort won two Césars, one for best supporting actor in 1976, the other for best actor in 1978. As the 
Guardian critic Peter Bradshaw puts it ‘Always with Rochefort, what you see under the old man’s face is 
not the middle-aged man or the man in his prime, but the untried youth’. Rochefort died in October 2017, 
aged 87.  
 
Bringing Hallyday and Rochefort together in L’homme du train is an inspired bit of casting bringing out the 
contrast in their two characters through their physical appearances. Rochefort has a gentle and intelligent 
face, with its trademark moustache. He plays the retired teacher of poetry, Manesquier, living in a large 
house which is going to seed but is as his late mother left it. Hallyday plays Milan, a mysterious tough guy 
whose face is deadpan with difficult-to-read eyes seen through narrow slits. Milan arrives in the small town 
by train and meets up with Manesquier by chance in the pharmacy buying aspirin. A tentative relationship 
begins, and Milan is offered a place to stay by Manesquier. The relationship develops as the two men talk 
- and they discover new things: Milan teaches Menasquier to fire a gun; Menasquier teaches Milan to wear 
carpet slippers. At the same time, they work towards different destinations: Manesquier is due to have an 
operation; Milan has other plans.  
 
The film is directed by the prolific and eclectic Patrice Leconte. In addition to The Hairdresser’s Husband, 

we’ve also shown Monsieur Hire in 1991, Ridicule in 
1998, Confidences trop intime (Intimate Strangers) in 
2006 and Le Placard (The Closet) in 2012. I have also 
enjoyed his Girl on the Bridge and The Widow of Saint 
Pierre. He is also responsible for a series of cult 
comedies (Les Bronzés and two sequels, known in 
English as French Fried Vacation).  
 
Tonight’s film was well received in France, and won 
the best film and best actor (Rochefort) awards at the 
Venice film festival. And it was well received too in the 
United States when it was released there. But – 
almost inevitably – it was remade as Man on the Train 
in 2011 with Donald Sutherland taking the Jean 
Rochefort role and Larry Mullen Jr. taking the role 
played by Hallyday. There is a nice piece of symmetry 
in that Larry Mullen is also a member of the Irish rock 
band U2.  
 
Michael Hipkins 
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Tonight’s film is being screened to mark the passing of both its stars.  The death has just been 
announced of another iconic French singer and actor…… 

 
Charles Aznavour has died at the age of 94.  He was an unlikely 
heartthrob.  He stood just 5ft 3in (1.6m) tall and was almost 50 before 
he had his first hit in Britain. 

In a career spanning 80 years, he wrote more than 1,200 songs, 
including the classic tearjerker She.  And he was lauded in his home 
country, where he was once dubbed France's Frank Sinatra.   

Aznavour wrote his own songs on taboo subjects about marriage, 
homosexuality and male expression of emotions.  His 1973 hit, What 
Makes a Man, was about a gay transvestite. 

Still performing to packed stadiums well into his 90s, Aznavour 
continued to write songs about his life, including his Swedish wife to celebrate 50 years of marriage. 

Varenagh Aznavourian was born in Paris in May 1924, the son of Armenian immigrants who had fled from persecution 
in Turkey and were staying in the French capital temporarily while waiting for a US visa. 

Forced by lack of money to give up school at the age of nine, he was determined to be an entertainer and by 11 he 
was playing child roles at the Theatre Marigny. 

In 1941 he teamed up with another actor, Pierre Roche, to write songs, and in a nine-year partnership they wrote for 
Maurice Chevalier, Gilbert Becaud and Edith Piaf. 

His big break came when Piaf, who had admired his voice, invited him to accompany her on a tour, first of France and 
then of the United States.  With her encouragement, Aznavour launched himself on a solo career in 1950, singing his 
own songs. 

His stage performances were described as the epitome of French romance, but one critic wrote: "To put one's self 
before the public with such a voice and such a physique is pure folly." 

But Aznavour's mournful love songs, delivered by his throaty tenor voice, did catch on, and in 1955 success came 
with the song Sur Ma Vie.  In 1965 he opened the first of his long-running one-man shows at the Olympia Music Hall 
in Paris, singing 30 of his own songs. 

His first hit in Britain was The Old-Fashioned Way, in 1973, followed by 
She in 1975. 

His linguistic ability - he could sing in more than six languages - made him 
popular around the world.  His success, including worldwide sales of more 
than 180 million records, brought wealth, and he lived in Switzerland for 
many years. 

He had recently returned from a tour in Japan, having been forced to 
cancel concerts due to a broken arm, but was due to take on a seven-date 
tour across France and Switzerland, starting in November this year. 

Aznavour combined singing with his acting career, and appeared in more than 60 films. In 1982 he played himself as 
a struggling composer in the film Edith et Marcel, based on Piaf's romance with a boxer. 

In 1988, in response to the earthquake in Armenia, he formed his own charity to help the victims, including composing 
a song that featured a string of top French performers and topped the charts for more than four months.  "What is 
important to Armenia," he once said, "is important for us." 

He took a deep interest in politics. During the 1992 French presidential elections he encouraged people to sing La 
Marseillaise in public to protest against the right-wing candidate Jean-Marie Le Pen, who had made it to the run-offs.  
He also campaigned vigorously for an extension of copyright law to protect the work of artists, authors and 
composers. 

Aznavour had neither a great voice nor film-star looks but he did have immense songwriting talent coupled with a 
mesmerising stage presence. However, along with Piaf and Chevalier, he was one of France's greatest singing stars. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-45709214 1.10.18 



Comments and reactions to: Phantom Thread 
Score  0 1 2 3 4 5 6  7 8   9  10 
   ~ ~ ~ 1 8 7 11  8 1 ~ ~ 
Number of reaction slips received = 36    Average Score = 5.56 
 

Masterly performances but disappointing film         Strange subject – well acted 
A very strange story.  Acting good however.        Very strange story – very good acting 
Very slow, with not a lot happening          Long, laboured….but lost the plot 
Very little to recommend it              Barking, the lot of them 
What was the point?  “Hell hath no fury” perhaps?          What was the ending? 
Mushroom off the menu                      Don’t eat the mushrooms! 
Thread carefully, it is a dark movie        Was the audience stitched up? 
A very weird unusual film – great acting and a certain charm!         Weird 
Should have used fly agaric and put us all out of our misery! 
What an interesting and unusual film.  Magnificent performance by Daniel Day Lewis 
Slow and rather creepy.  Lesley Manville’s performance was excellent, but less 
enamoured of other 2 leads – not likeable and over mannered.  DDL has done better 
work! 
Enjoyed until the interval with the excellent cakes.  After that it was a bit like watching 
mushrooms fry and I lost the thread 
Loved the short about the 11 year old couturier 
Second film in a row I could have seen at the cinema.  Not what film club is for!! 

 

Our next film on 25 October: 
 

Showing to mark “One World Week” 
 

“This expertly crafted narrative shows Arab-
Israelis as you've never seen them before, 
breaking all the major taboos of the group's 
long-standing culture.” 
 
“In Between is a compelling study of Arab women in 
today's Tel Aviv that's delightful and eye-opening in 
equal measure.” 
 
“The three leads poignantly convey the 
stress of living each day in fear and frustra-
tion.” 
 
“It doesn't just raise women's voices; it tells a 
very human story about women who are 
complex and believable and intriguing.” 
 
“Whether by serendipity or prophetic insight 
or some combination of the two, it's a 
perfect movie for the moment.”  


