
 
 

The Main Feature 
 Season 38 - Issue 1         screening 13.9.16 

 
UK 2017  118 minutes  cert PG 

 
Director  Garth Davis      Writer  Luke Davis 
Cinematography  Greg Fraser    Editor Michael Kahn 
Music  Volker Berelmann and Dustin O’Halloran 
 
Cast 
Sunny Pawar      Saroo (young)  Dev Patel   Saroo Brierley 
Rooney Mara Lucy     Nicole Kidman  Sue Brierley 
David Wenham John Brierley    Nawazuddin Siddiqui  Rawa 
   
When my wife and I watched this in our local cinema, the entire audience, and it was almost a sell-
out screening, remained seated until the end of the credits, something we had last experienced at 
Schindler’s List. 
 
I know from speaking to a couple of other club members who watched the film that upon returning 
home they went online to find out more information on the story of the film. 
 
These anecdotes do show that tonight’s film is one of those cases where the adaptation of a real-
life story can be more astonishing than any created by a fiction writer. 
 
At times sentimental but never maudlin, Lion is an inspiring slice-of-life odyssey.  A film with a very 
simple and traditional structure, it seizes the emotions of the viewer from the beginning. 



The writer Luke Davies recalled in an interview having to battle to get film as we see it tonight: 
“Very early on I was saying to the producers and to Garth - Garth was easy to convince - but with 
the producers it was a little bit more hard work - that we should believe in the strength of this story. 
To begin with this five-year-old boy, chronologically. No tricks, you don't begin with your stars, 
Nicole Kidman, Dev Patel and then flashback.  Of course, the producers were a little bit worried, 
like just to get a film financed when you're telling financiers that the first 50 minutes of your film is 
going to be in Hindi with English subtitles. No adult star actors, a non-professional five-year-old 
actor - this makes the finance people a little kind of nervous.” 
 
Unhurried in pace, subtle in tone and simple in structure, this moving, compassionate film engages 
and affects the viewer. 
 
Nominated for six Academy Awards - Best Picture, Adapted Screenplay, Cinematography, Original 
Score and Best Supporting nods to Nicole Kidman and Dev Patel - Lion is a reminder of the often 
disregarded fact that people want to - and can - help each other in need. 
 
The official website for the film acknowledges this as it states: 
 
Over 80,000 children go missing in India each year. As part of the #LionHeart campaign, we are 
collaborating with extraordinary organizations working on the ground to protect children in India 
and around the world.* Your contribution will provide critical financial support to enable these 
organizations to do even more: 

 
 
Iain McGlashan 
 

The printing of the notes by Repropoint is undertaken free of charge 
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WNCC members can attend any film in their new 
season for £3: 
 

 
 

All you have to do when you go to Chertsey Hall, 
Heriot Road, Chertsey, KT16 9DR (free parking) is 
to show your WNCC membership card and then 
pay the £3 fee 
 

A reciprocal arrangement is in place for their 
members. 



Comments and reactions to: Closely Observed Trains 
 A very fine film – nearly perfect      What a strange little film! 
Strange film, quite amusing!      Rather a strange comedy 
Very slow film – did not appreciate it     More Closely Watched xxxx! 
Not much amusement for me in this sad tale   A strange film 
It’s funny, it’s an innocent amiable sexual comedy   Pleasant film 
Wow!  Plenty to observe, great music too!  V interesting. 
 Odd, interesting film, slow at times but ultimately gripping   
I gave it 3 bonus points for being a Czech film from the 60’s 
Bonkers plot but I’m glad I’ve seen it (at last).  Good print. 
No appeal whatsoever.  Didn’t see whatever it was that other audience members found 
amusing. 
A good film.  Interesting to see the Czech way of life.  We really enjoy the club. 
 
 

Score  0 1 2 3 4 5 6   7 8   9  10 
   ~ ~ 1 ~ 3 10 3 7 5 1 ~ 
No of reaction slips received = 30     Average Score = 6.00 
 

Our next film on 28 September: 
 

 


