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Tonight's film is being screened to celebrate Kirk
Douglas' 100th birthday on 9 December.

Born Issur Danielovitch in Amsterdam, New York, Kirk Douglas made about 90 
features starting with The Strange Love of Martha Ivers in 1946 and ending with It 
Runs in the Family in 2003.  When one considers that between Lust for Life (1955) 
and his personal favourite. Lonely Are the Brave (1962) he also made tonight's film; 
Paths of Glory; The Vikings and Spartacus you can see that he was a genuine 
“star” during the final Golden Age of Hollywood.  His films continue to be screened 
and that is a testament to the range of roles he undertook and quality of those films.



USA  1957  Cert 12A  2hr 2mins
Directed by John Sturges Screenplay by Leon Uris
Cinematography Charles B Lang Jr Music by Dimitri Tiomkin 
Edited by Warren Low

Cast
Burt Lancaster – Marshal Wyatt Earp Kirk Douglas - Doc Holliday
Rhonda Fleming - Laura Denbow Jo Van Fleet - Kate Fisher
John Ireland - Johnny Ringo Lyle Bettger - Ike Clanton
Frank Faylen - Sheriff Cotton Wilson Earl Holliman - Deputy Sheriff Charlie Bassett
Ted de Corsia - Shanghai Pierce Dennis Hopper - Billy Clanton
Whit Bissell - John Clum George Mathews - John Shanssey
John Hudson - Virgil Earp DeForest Kelley - Morgan Earp
Martin Milner - James 'Jimmy' Earp Lee Van Cleef - Ed Bailey
Jack Elam - Tom McLowery Peter Lawman - Jack Morgan

Writing to the silent film era Western star William S Hart in 1929, Wyatt Earp 
suggested “I am sure if the story were exploited on screen by you it would do 
much to put me right with the public who have always been fed up with lies 
about me”.

Although the first portrayal of Earp on screen failed to save Hart's career, it set 
the tone for subsequent portrayals of Earp as the arch typical lawman of the Old
West.  Despite the less than obliging media accounts of Earp's career in his 
lifetime and afterwards, he had recognised the power of film to support the 
proposition that on screen when faced by the choice between portraying the 

myth and reality, the myth is usually best.  John Ford, who encapsulated this neatly in “The man 
who shot Liberty Valance” later claimed to have portrayed the gunfight at the OK Corral in “My 
Darling Clementine” exactly as Earp related it to him.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doc_Holliday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morgan_Earp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Shanssey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Clanton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Bassett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ike_Clanton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Nose_Kate


No such claims of reality can be attached to the account given in
tonight's film by the screenplay written by Leon Uris, which was based
on a book written by George Scullin.  Backed by a stirring score from
Dimitri Tiomkin and an excellent supporting cast, Burt Lancaster gives
a strongly sympathetic portrayal of Earp as a man reluctant to gun
down the younger members of the Clanton clan.  No such reluctance is
displayed by Kirk Douglas as the humorously homicidal Doc Holiday
whose reaction to the betrayal by his former partner, Big Nose Kate
(am excellent performance by Jo Van Fleet, who won an Oscar for
East of Eden in 1955, her film debut) is truly blood curdling.  The real
Budapest born Kate Horony happily survived to 1940.
 
Lancaster and Douglas had already appeared together on film in 1948
in “I Walk Alone” but it was tonight's film that cemented their friendship,
later partnering on stage as well as screen.  Their last appearance
together as elderly gangsters in “Tough Guys” drew the admiring accolade of “I can't wait to get 
old” from one young admirer.
 
Gunfight at the OK Corral was nominated for two Academy Awards – Editing and Sound, and 
Frankie Laine's performance of the title song was chosen for inclusion in the top 100 songs by The
Western Writers of America.  It was a financial success earning even more on its re-release than 
on its first showing.  Sturges returned to the OK Corral ten years later with “Hour of the Gun” 
which, while more accurate, was less well received.

DeForrest Kelly, who portrays Morgan Earp, was also later to revisit OK Corral but as one of the 
Clanton's gang in an otherwise forgettable Star Trek episode called “Shootout at the OK Corral“.  
Wyatt Earp could never have imagined, when first cultivating the celluloid circus in Hollywood, that
his legend would extend to the Final Frontier!

Dominic Bruce

His wife Anne (who also is still alive, aged 97) took charge of the bookkeeping for the production 
company they formed in 1955 and named after his mother Bryna. (The company's "big 
moneymakers," she recalls, were 1958's The Vikings and 1960's Spartacus.) "My wife is very 
smart," says Kirk. "Fifty years ago she set up a trust, and it's been growing ever since. So 
recently [in 2012] I said, 'How much money do we have in that?' And she said, '$80 million.' I 
said, 'What?!'" Anne recalls Kirk's next remark, after he caught his breath: "He said, 'I want to 
give it away.' And that's exactly what's happening." 

Through the Douglas Foundation, the couple, (who married in 1954) have pledged $50 million to 
institutions. "It makes me feel very good to have what I have, honestly," she says, "but then to do 
good with it." 

The Douglas' biggest contributions, though, have been to the Motion Picture & Television Fund. 
In the early 1990s, they raised $2 million to build Harry's Haven (named after Kirk's father), a 
specialised unit for people suffering from Alzheimer's and related forms of dementia.  In 2012, 
they donated an additional $20 million to the MPTF. Then after learning that Harry's Haven was 
becoming overcrowded, they pledged an additional $15 million for an expansion.

So not just a great film star but a generous philanthropist – what's not to like!
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Comments and reactions to: The Big Parade
I thought it would never end! Surprisingly long Just a bit too long
Very moving but the first half too long and slow.  Horrifying war sequence.
Too long and rather melodramatic, but interesting!
Rather too long but stunning photography – parts seemed very modern
Must have been awe-inspiring in the '20s but needs a good editor to make it work for a 21st

century audience
Remarkable for its time What a remarkable film
The epitome of the perfect war movie Amusing, serious, brilliant for its time
A great film – an outstanding silent film
Beautifully done, particularly considering it was done in 1925
The Big parade vs All Quiet on the Western Front – go compare!
Of it's time – but a masterpiece.  Condemnation of war combined with sentimentality
Trump that! For an overlong American film with over the top (no pun intended!) music 
and romance
The film cemented Vidor's place as one of the great directors of the first half of the 20th 
century.  A technical and artistic work of some depth

Score 0 1 2 3 4 5 6  7 8  9 10 
 ~ ~ ~ 2 ~ 4 5 12 5 5 ~

No of reaction slips received = 33 Average Score = 6.82

Position Film Average Score
1st Bridge of Spies 8.24
2nd The Good Lie 7.5
3rd Carol 6.97
4th The Big Parade 6.82
5th Comme Une Image 5.82

Our next film on 8 December 2016:

“This tale of homelessness at Christmas is wonderful, uplifting stuff, and
full of the true spirit of the festive season.”

“Mullan makes the film a delight by portraying the mysterious yet friendly
Hector with great warmth. It's a movie which will remind you that

Christmas is a time for family and giving.”  
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