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France 2004 110 minutes   Cert 12

Director Agnès Jaoui
Screenplay Agnès Jaoui, Jean-Pierre Bacri
Cinematography      Stéphane Fontaine

Cast
Lolita Cassard Marilou Berry
Sylvia Millet Agnès Jaoui
Étienne Cassard Jean-Pierre Bacri
Pierre Millet Laurent Grévill
Karine Cassard Virginie Desarnauts
Sébastien               Keine Bouhiza

Comme une Image introduces us to some characters in
Parisian literary society.  Most of them are
unsympathetic.  Étienne Cassard (Jean-Pierre Bacri) is
a well-known author and publisher who seems to be
suffering from a dry period since he has not published
anything recently.  He left his first wife when his
daughter Lolita (Marilou Berry) was quite small.  His
second, Karine (Virginie Desarnauts), is a trophy wife
who looks about his daughter’s age, and they have a young child.  Étienne hardly seems to notice 
Lolita.  She is keen on singing, and gives him a tape to listen to, but he never works up the 
enthusiasm to do so.  Meanwhile, Lolita is full of self-doubt about her appearance and her self-
esteem is pretty much at rock bottom, all the more so when she compares herself to her 
glamorous step-mother or to the idealized images on advertising billboards.

 That’s partly because the people she knows only 
want to use her as a way to meet her famous father.  
That’s true of her boyfriend; and equally of her singing
teacher Sylvia Millet (Agnès Jaoui) who is married to 
Pierre (Laurent Grévil).  Pierre is an up-and-coming 
author and Sylvia thinks she can do him some good 
by working with Lolita, and hence making a 
connection through her family to her father.  The only 
character with any redeeming features is Sébastien 
(Keine Bouhiza), who Lolita first meets when he falls 
dead drunk at her feet.  Not perhaps the best start to 
a relationship.

Comme une Image is about relationships, self-esteem and ego.  About who picks arguments and 
who doesn’t (there’s some premier league bickering with a Parisian taxi driver right at the start of 



the film which sets the tone).  About who’s on top and who’s underneath.  And about whether all 
relationships are necessarily driven by motives other than love and affection.  

The film is written and directed by Agnès Jaoui, who also stars as the wife of the author of the 
moment, Pierre.  It is the second of the five films she has directed.  Her first film Le Goût des 
Autres (The Taste of Others, 2001) was an unexpected success, winning the César for Best Film, 
Best Supporting Actor, Best Supporting Actress and Best Writing.  Jaoui repeated the last in 2004 
with Comme une Image.  She has also been the scriptwriter of seven other films, many of them 
with Jean-Pierre Bacri who used to be her partner and is still her collaborator.  

Interviewed by the Guardian in 2004, Jaoui was asked
whether she identified with the character Lolita.  
‘There's a lot me in Lolita.  I don't know a single 
woman who likes her body and doesn't become 
completely obsessed with the perception that that 
others have of her. […] This is one of the themes I 
wanted to treat in the film: the insidious influence of 
the media's image of femininity.  Today there are 
more girls who are anorexic, girls who die - maybe not
because of those images but in anorexia there's a 
hatred of the woman's body.  Anyone who takes a 
drawing class at the Beaux Arts or spends a few 
hours in the Louvre knows that fat women with 

cellulite represented a different canon of beauty.  But men have less fat, so fat is not beautiful.  
Our drive to be thin is to resemble the man, who has the dominant position in society.’
 
Agnès Jaoui is also a singer, with three albums to her name.  Which makes it logical that one of 
the stars of the film is music, as Lolita and her choir have lessons and rehearsals with Sylvia, and 
then give a concert of Monteverdi and Handel at a church.  

In the interview, Agnès Jaoui said: ‘I started theatre at 15, and felt like I was starting too late - time
passes faster for an actress.  But singing transported me someplace else.  In music, you can start 
at 17 and have a beautiful voice until you're 60.  There's something human about it, and you need 
time.  So many things in our world go fast, but
you can't cheat with your voice.  Music has
helped me survive the way it helps the
character Lolita survive.’
 
Some have called Agnès Jaoui the French
female Woody Allen.  I’m not sure about that.
For my money, the film is closer to one of my
favourite French directors, Eric Rohmer.  As
Time Out said: ‘This is exemplary cinema in the
classical tradition, as lucid, subtle and pertinent
in its social and philosophical implications as it
is entertaining in its storytelling. Bravo!’

Michael Hipkins
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Saturday 15 October – 
DOCTOR ZHIVAGO (PG)

Special event at Electric Theatre, Guildford
 Talk between 6.30pm – 7.30 pm with film at 8pm

Tickets £18 (Box office 01483 444789)

Anna Pasternak: Lara - The Untold Story and 
Inspiration Behind Dr Zhivago

The heart-breaking story of the passionate love affair between 
Boris Pasternak, and Olga Ivinskaya, the woman who inspired 
Lara in his classic novel, Dr Zhivago, as told by the author's 
great-niece. Drawing on archival and family sources Anna reveals
the true extent of their relationship, and the suffering and 
hardship Olga endured for love.

The talk will be followed by a special screening of David 
Lean's epic, Academy Award-winning film of Dr Zhivago, 
starring Omar Sharif and Julie Christie 



Comments and reactions to: Bridge of Spies
“Would it help” whether or not I liked it? A gripping story and an excellent film
Brilliant – definitely my sort of film And we didn't even need subtitles!
Was this a good film or a poor film – not sure Good acting by both main characters
Very atmospheric of that period and very believable
Great film, great acting from Hanks and Rylance. 
Beautifully acted by Hanks and Rylance – the story a bit too naïve.
Edge of the seat stuff – excellent.  Also Mark Rylance – superb!
Suspenseful, edge of your seat movie.  Great performances from Hanks and Rylance.
I'm getting to appreciate Tom Hanks more and more with each film!
Very enjoyable film, well directed and well acted, convincing background.
Meticulously made, and lovely performance by Mark Rylance – but 45 minutes too long.
Captured the mood of the time well.  Could have done without the trademark Spielberg 
sentimentality at the end.

Score 0 1 2 3 4 5 6  7 8  9 10 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 1 6 10 11 4

No of reaction slips received = 33 Average Score = 8.24

Position Film Average Score
1st Bridge of Spies 8.24
2nd Carol 6.97

Our next film on 27 October:  

Orphaned by the brutal Civil war in Sudan that began in 1983, these young 
victims travelled as many as a thousand miles on foot in search of safety.  
Fifteen years later, a humanitarian effort would bring 3600 lost boys and 
girls to America.

“It's refreshing to see a movie that knows where its heart lies and remain so 
faithful to that premise. ... As good as the story is, it is the performances that 
make this a must-see film.” 

“You cannot fail to be moved by this story of young Sudanese refugees - and 
not just to tears either.” 
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