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Directed by Irving Reis
Music by Leith Stevens
Cinematography by Russell Metty
Edited by Ralph Dawson

Cast
Edward G. Robinson as Joe Keller
Burt Lancaster as Chris
Louisa Horton as Ann Deever
Mady Christians as Kate
Frank Conroy as Herb Deever
Howard Duff as George
Lloyd Gough as Jim Bayliss
Arlene Francis as Sue Bayliss
Harry Morgan as Frank Lubey
Elisabeth Fraser as Lydia Lubey

All My Sons is based upon a true story, which
Arthur Miller's then mother-in-law pointed out in
an Ohio newspaper.  The news story described
how in 1941–43 the Wright Aeronautical
Corporation based in Ohio had conspired with
army inspection officers to approve defective
aircraft engines destined for military use.  The
story of defective engines had reached
investigators working for Sen. Harry Truman's
congressional investigative board after several
Wright aircraft assembly workers informed on the
company; they would later testify under oath
before Congress. In 1944, three Army Air Force
officers, Lt. Col. Frank C. Greulich, Major Walter
A. Ryan, and Major William Bruckmann were
relieved of duty and later convicted of neglect of duty. 
 

The criticism of the American Dream, which lies at the 
heart of All My Sons, was one reason why Arthur Miller 
was called to appear before the House Un-American 
Activities Committee during the 1950s, when America 
was gripped by anti-communist hysteria. Miller sent a 
copy of the play to Elia Kazan who directed the original 
stage version of All My Sons. Kazan was a former 
member of the Communist Party who shared Miller's left-
wing views. However, their relationship was destroyed 
when Kazan gave names of suspected Communists to 
the House Un-American Activities Committee during the 
Red Scare. 



 In his film review, critic Bosley Crowther contrasted Arthur 
Miller's play to the screenplay. While stating that the 
screenplay was more restrained, he praised the acting. He 
wrote, "In the role of this rugged individualist, Mr. Robinson
does a superior job of showing the shades of personality in
a little tough guy who has a softer side. Arrogant, ruthless 
and dynamic in those moments when his 'business' is at 
stake, he is also tender and considerate in the presence of 
those he loves ... As the right-thinking son of this corrupt 
man, Burt Lancaster is surprisingly good and, although he 
appears a bit dim-witted at times, that is not implausible. 
Louisa Horton is natural as his sweetheart and Mady 
Christians plays the mother intensely. Irving Reis' direction 
is slightly stilted in some scenes but generally matches the 
tempo of a fluid script" 

We are screening the film to mark the centenary of Arthur Miller's birth.

Arthur Asher Miller (October 17, 1915 – February 10, 2005) was a
prolific American playwright, essayist, and prominent figure in twentieth-
century American theatre.

Among his most popular plays are All My Sons (1947), Death of a
Salesman (1949),The Crucible (1953) and A View from the Bridge(1955,
revised 1956). He also wrote several screenplays and was most noted
for his work on The Misfits (1961), which starred his then wife Marilyn
Monroe.  Miller later said that the filming was one of the lowest points in
his life; shortly before the film's première in 1961, the pair divorced. 
 
He died on the evening of February 10, 2005 (the 56th anniversary of the
Broadway debut of Death of a Salesman), aged 89.

The play All My Sons opened on Broadway at the Coronet Theatre in 
New York City on January 29, 1947 and ran for 328 performances .  Miller had written the play as a final 
attempt at writing a commercially successful play; he vowed to "find some other line of work" if the play did 
not find an audience (his first play only lasted 4 performances on Broadway).

In his Collected Plays, Miller commented on his feelings on watching an audience's reaction to a 
performance of his first successful play:

The success of a play, especially one's first success, is somewhat like pushing against a door 
which is suddenly opened from the other side. One may fall on one's face or not, but certainly a 
new room is opened that was always securely shut until then. For myself, the experience was 
invigorating. It made it possible to dream of daring more and risking more. The audience sat in 
silence before the unwinding of All My Sons and gasped when they should have, and I tasted 
that power which is reserved, I imagine, for playwrights, which is to know that by one's invention
a mass of strangers has been publicly transfixed.

Iain McGlashan

PS Daniel Day-Lewis was the son in law of Miller, having married his daughter Rebecca who was the first of
two children from his 1962 marriage to photographer Ingeborg Hermine Morat.
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The Electric Theatre in Guildford (Box office tel 01483 444789) have 
announced their summer film festival titles where individual tickets cost 

£7.00 or £6.25 if buying 3 or 4, with 5 films or more costing £5.75 each. 
(In addition there is a booking fee).



Reactions to: Like Father Like Son
Score 0 1 2 3 4 5 6  7 8  9 10

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 3 17 14 1 1
Total received – 37 Average Score – 7.38

Your Comments:
It made me think that family is very important Beautiful but long winded
Well portrayed “pin drop” picture Thought provoking – great acting

Interesting problem.  Hope it all worked out. A very modern dilemma
Sensitively told, very well directed and acted Very thoughtful film

An uneasy topic.  Honest and real and a tear jerker Very moving
A really awful situation to be in.  Superb film, great acting.

Thought provoking.  Wouldn't want to find myself in that situation.
Well acted, particularly the children, worth watching but a depressing subject

Slightly overlong but very good treatment that avoided any mawkish sentimentality.
I could see it again although I would probably feel the same – I would know my son!

All the more affecting because of the restraint Japanese society imposes.  Yes, I cried.
A good film dealing with a terrible predicament but a little too long and no real solution.

Position Film Average Score

1st Testament of Youth 8.25

2nd Pride 8.08

3rd Selma 8.03

4th Belle 8.00

5th The Theory of Everything 7.84

6th Like Father Like Son 7.38

7th Le Clan des Sicilian 7.27
8th Son of the Bride 7.25

9th Rebel Without a Cause 7.16

10th Get Santa 6.8

11th The Cameraman 6.72

12th Dallas Buyers Club 6.5

13th Love is Strange  6.37

14th The Band's Visit 5.88

15th She Done Him Wrong 5.38

16th Stations of the Cross 5.0

17th The Spirit of the Beehive 4.9

Our next film is the

first in our 37th season

“Cate Blanchett and Rooney Mara take us inside a
passionate story of desire and retribution that's

both satisfying and disturbing.” 

“The rhythm is slow but the film is never boring,
this is a story worthy of seeing in the big screen.”

“Carol is an excellent film, full of warmth and
romance.” 
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