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Director Ira Sachs
Writers Ira Sachs and Mauricio Zacharias
Director of Photography Christos Voudouris

Cast
John Lithgow as Ben
Alfred Molina as George
Marisa Tomei as Kate
Darren E. Burrows as Elliot
Charlie Tahan as Joey
Cheyenne Jackson as Ted
Christina Kirk as Mindy

The film’s title comes from a Mickey and Sylvia song from
1956. The song was written by Bo Diddley under the
name of his wife at the time, Ethel Smith, and was
recorded by Bo and Buddy Holly, among others. 

Originally, George and Ben were to sing the song at their
wedding party. “We were allowed the rights to either the
song or the title, but not both,” says Lithgow. “Ira, by that
time, had fallen in love with the title, so we had to find a
different song to play.”  Like Molina, Lithgow thinks the
phrase is meant to be viewed in a Shakespearean sense. “There’s something magical about how varied 
love can be,” he says. “It just takes so many forms in so many different generations of people.”

It's an exquisitely understated, deeply disarming film – perhaps the best there's ever been about the quiet 
and cumulative freight of long love. The New Yorker praised it as being less "about" gay marriage, than 
"about a marriage that happens to be gay" while Lithgow says: "I don't think it's a coincidence that there 
never has been a movie like this. The film is extraordinary for being so ordinary." 

Lithgow recalled “Ira’s modus operandi is that he doesn’t rehearse, he just sort of consults. I was working in
Alberta, Canada on another film, and he came out and spent two days with me on my days off just to talk 
through the script, talk through Ben’s backstory, to tell me an awful lot about him and his life, and to learn a 
lot about mine.  He really wanted to know me. He took a separate trip that spent the same amount of time 
with Fred Molina.  He was eager to hear what my own history and own sensibility could do to inform the 
character and their relationship.  So, when we finally arrived to work, we just started doing the scenes. It 
didn’t even feel like we were acting. 

And it makes me feel awfully good that our film, even though it’s not a polemic, might just contribute a little 
bit to opening people’s minds, broadening their consciousness on the subject.”

Director Sachs revealed “I got financing from 25 individuals, the majority of whom were retired lesbian 
businesswomen.  They cared about the story, and believed it could speak to a wide audience.” 

Blythe Robertson, an executive producer on explained that what drew her to the project was its integrity.  
“So many gay movies are about sex, drugs, bad relationships and cheating,” she says. “This was very 
dignified.” The film is especially poignant for her, because she got married in Massachusetts to her partner 



of 17 years in October. “It was the most meaningful event in my life,” Robertson says. “It seriously changed 
everything.”

Lithgow says that “Love Is Strange” is unique in 
that, unlike many gay-themed movies, it’s simply 
a love story about two older people. “What’s 
extraordinary about this film is how ordinary it is,”
he says. “It’s about real life.” 

Molina has portrayed gay characters several 
times, starting with 1987’s “Prick Up Your Ears,” 
and he’s noticed some progress while promoting 
the projects. Journalists used to ask him if 
playing a gay man would hurt his career, and 
now everybody accepts it. “In those days, gay 
characters were outrageous in some ways,” 
Molina says. “They had to be weird.”

He further stated “:Love is love, wherever you 
find it, regardless of who’s doing the loving, or 
who’s being loved. And your instincts, your 

concerns, your anxieties, the joy you find in it, the heartbreak you find in it – it’s all the same, regardless of 
one’s sexuality. Gay or straight, we all fall in love in the same way. We’re all thrilled by it, uplifted by it, hurt 
by it, all in the same way. There’s no difference.”

“It was the interesting journey that we go on with these two characters. And it was also the fact that very 
often in relationship movies, it’s usually about people at the younger end of the age spectrum — particularly
anything with a gay theme. It’s usually young men or women in the throes of finding each other, finding 
themselves, making their way in the world, finding their place in that world. Whereas, here we’ve got two 
characters in the autumn of their years, a relationship that’s been going on for the better part of four 
decades, suddenly doing something the rest of us take for granted — exercising their basic human right to 
get married.”

One interviewer said to the director “It’s also a film
that presents a gay couple and gay people at an
age that, frankly, we don’t see culturally as often
as we should.”  to which director Sachs replied
“Well, we don’t see it with straight people, either.
[Laughs.] We don’t see any films about people in
their sixties and seventies. You know, this is also
a film about generations. It’s a film centred on this
older couple, but it’s got Marisa Tomei, it’s got
Cheyenne Jackson, it’s got this kid, the wonderful
Charlie Tahan — it’s a film about generations.”
 
For anyone wondering about the accuracy of the reason for George's dismissal it is apparently the case 
that in the USA you can be fired by a Catholic institution if, as the character George has, you sign a 
contract with what amounts to a morals clause. 

The critical consensus could be summarised by this comment: "Held aloft by remarkable performances 
from John Lithgow and Alfred Molina, Love Is Strange serves as a graceful tribute to the beauty of 
commitment in the face of adversity." 

Iain McGlashan 
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Film seasons at local venues:
Yvonne Arnaud Theatre, Guildford 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxfilm season 29 Feb to 5 Mar (inc)

All Seats £8.50 or Multi Buy £7.50 (£1 off each seat when 
purchasing tickets for 3 or more films in one transaction)

For timings call 01483 440000 or check their website 

Carol – 29 Feb to 1 Mar Suffragette - 29 Feb to 1 Mar

Brooklyn – 1 Mar on The Danish Girl – 1 to 4 Mar

A Walk in the Woods – 2 Mar 45 Years – 2 Mar

The Lady in the Van – 2 to 3 Mar Bridge of Spies – 3 Mar 

Macbeth – 3 to 4 Mar Youth – 4 to 5 Mar

 Doctor Zhivago – 5 Mar The Dressmaker – 5 Mar 

 Camberley Theatre

Box office: 01276 707600 

Diva 23 Feb £6 
(It must be almost 30 years since I last saw this film – along with “Subway” it 
introduced me to a whole new world of foreign films.  Enjoyed it so much I 
bought the album.  Will be there to rekindle my youth!)

NT Live: As You Like It         3 Mar £12 Delicatessen     22 Mar £6

Untouchable                         19 Apr £6 Les Choristes    17 May £6

Dame Judi Dench season - £6 per film or £12 for all three

Notes On A Scandal           5 April  Mrs Brown         3 May

Mrs Henderson Presents    24 May

International Film Season - £6 per film or book all four for £18

A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night    31 May Taxi Tehran     14 June

Force Majeure     12 July Beasts of No Nation     20 Sept



Reactions to: Le Clan des Sicilians
Score 0 1 2 3 4 5 6  7 8  9 10 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 3 6 16 16 4 ~

Total received – 45 Average Score – 7.27

Your Comments
Brilliant thriller with a great French slant – PS They killed too many to make a sequel!
An enjoyable film with some strange gaps Very enjoyable
Realistic, good acting and strong storyline Very enjoyable – great film
Very French, very 60s, very sexist Of its time – enjoyed!
A really enjoyable film – great acting Great film – suspense – fab cars
Went at a good pace – very exciting Pace very slow in first half
Enjoyed 2nd half better with subtitles Much better with French and subtitles
Much better with subtitles and French version Certainly not Hitchcock
Much better in French – less like an episode of Mission Impossible
The dubbing was a bit of a distraction but I still enjoyed the film a lot
Effortless performance by Jean Gabin; but awful music!
Ingenious and very well made thriller – liked the score
The best part of the movie is the haunting and beautiful music
Good entertainment.  Nostalgic for those who remember the 60s.
Typical film of the 60s/70s – good sense of humour – entertaining
For it's “genre”, a good film
Enjoyed the “retro” feel, but dramatically a wee bit clunky – satisfying ending though! PS I'm
a new member and a big sci fi fan
Enjoyed it, although seeing the hijacking of the plane and watching it fly over New York 
has such a different context after 9/11

Position Film Average Score

1st Testament of Youth 8.25

2nd Selma 8.03

3rd Belle 8.00

4th The Theory of Everything 7.84

5th Le Clan des Sicilian 7.27

6th Rebel Without a Cause 7.16

7th Get Santa 6.8

8th Dallas Buyers Club 6.5

9th The Band's Visit 5.88

Our next film 

Thursday 25 February 2016
  

“a graceful, lyrical masterpiece wound around one of the most natural and
engrossing performances by a child actor we've ever seen.”

“Those who haven't seen it since the '70s may find themselves amazed
all over again by its lyrical potency and grace; those who have never seen
it may wonder how it can be that a film this great isn't shown somewhere
all the time.”

“Considered by many as one of the key Spanish films of the Seventies.”


