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Writer/director Quentin Tarrantino 
Cinematography Robert Richardson  
Film editor Fred Raskin  
 
Cast: 
 

Jamie Foxx as Django Freeman 
Christoph Waltz as Dr. King Schultz 
Leonardo DiCaprio as "Monsieur" Calvin J. Candie 
Kerry Washington as Broomhilda Von Shaft 
Samuel L. Jackson as Stephen 
Don Johnson as Spencer "Big Daddy" Bennett 
Walton Goggins as Billy Crash 
James Remar as Ace Speck and Butch Pooch 
Dennis Christopher as Leonide "Leo" Moguy 
James Russo as Dicky Speck 
David Steen as Mr. Stonecipher 
Tom Wopat as U.S. Marshall Gill Tatum 

 

When contemplating this film, I wondered whether the 
content of this film and similar e.g. Twelve Years a 
Slave, would have a stronger resonance for a domestic 
US audience where race riots have happened in recent years and despite the election this century of their 
first black President, their media has shown apparent police brutality against the Afro-American community. 

Indeed Tarantino has expressed a wish to “deal with everything that America has never dealt with because 
it's ashamed of it, and other countries don't really deal with because they don't feel they have the right to”, 
but in the form of “genre films” rather than “big-issue movies”. Django certainly doesn't shirk these 
responsibilities, even if they aren't QT’s main concern either. 

However we have recently see the video of Chelsea 
football “fans“ preventing a black man from boarding a 
Paris metro train and subsequently chanting: 'We're 
racist, we're racist and that's the way we like it'.  I 
therefore wonder if that will place a different context on 
how one views the film? 

The film tells the story of a bounty hunter (Waltz) who 
frees a slave (Jamie Foxx) and partners up with him to 
liberate his wife (Kerry Washington) from the hands of a 
fearsome plantation owner (Leonardo DiCaprio).  

The title of the film is a direct reference to the 1966 film "Django" and the lead actor of that film, Franco 
Nero, plays a cameo role.  Knowing that back story makes it clear why Tarrantino’s script included the 
exchange in which Jamie Fox says “The 'D' is silent,” and Nero’s character (Amerigo Vessepi) responds “I 
know”. 
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Adam Serwer from Mother Jones magazine gave the following view on the violence in the film  "Django, like 
many Tarantino films, also has been criticized as cartoonishly violent” but he says that there is a difference 
in the context of the violence between that shown towards the slave owners and overseers and that against 
slaves, asserting that “This, if nothing else, puts Django in the running for Tarantino's best film, the first one 
in which he discovers violence as horror rather than just spectacle.” 

The website Rotten Tomatoes aggregates critics reviews, and based on 245 critical reviews reports that 
this film has an average rating of 8 out of 10. The site's overview of the film states: "Bold, bloody, and 
stylistically daring, Django Unchained is another incendiary masterpiece from Quentin Tarantino.” 

The film ranks at 57 in the IMDB website top films chart as voted by its users with a score of 8.4. 
(Incidentally, Cinema Paradiso is number 56 is with The Shining at 58) 

Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times gave the film 
four stars out of four and said: "The film offers one 
sensational sequence after another, all set around 
these two intriguing characters who seem opposites but 
share pragmatic, financial and personal issues." Peter 
Bradshaw, film critic for The Guardian, awarded the film 
five stars, writing: "I can only say Django delivers, 
wholesale, that particular narcotic and delirious 
pleasure that Tarantino still knows how to confect in the 
cinema, something to do with the manipulation of 
surfaces. It's as unwholesome, deplorable and 
delicious as a forbidden cigarette."  

Writing in The New York Times, critic A. O. Scott compared Django to Tarantino's earlier Inglourious 
Basterds: "Like Inglourious Basterds, Django Unchained is crazily entertaining, brazenly irresponsible and 
also ethically serious in a way that is entirely consistent with its playfulness." Parmita Borah, on EF News 
International, wrote, "Unlike other Tarantino flicks, Django Unchained has a linear narrative, excluding a 
few flashback scenes."  Designating the film a Times 'critics' pick, Scott said Django is "a troubling and 
important movie about slavery and racism."] Filmmaker Michael Moore praised Django, tweeting that the 
movie "is one of the best film satires ever. A rare American movie on slavery and the origins of our sick 
racist history." 

Some commentators have felt that the film's heavy usage of the word "nigger" is inappropriate, affecting 
them to an even greater extent than the depicted violence against the slaves. Other reviewers have 
defended the usage of the language in the historic context of race and slavery in the United States. 

The film has won over 60 awards, including 2 Oscars – Best 
Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role for Christopher 
Waltz and Best Writing, Original Screenplay for Tarrantino. 

Look out for the scene where a group of people, walking in the 
dark, are seen as shadows, the outline of their clothes telling us 
clearly, by way of crinoline, who is male and who is female, in 
this Gone With The Wind world. The silhouettes make us colour 

blind, before Tarantino reveals who walks with whom. 

Iain McGlashan 
 
 

 
 

The printing of the notes by Repropoint is 
undertaken free of charge  
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As mentioned in the main article, the use of the “n-word” in tonight’s film has 
been much commented upon.  However the selection of words to describe a 

person’s colour is today still something that can cause problems, as Benedict 
Cumberbatch recently found: 

 
“Benedict Cumberbatch has apologised after using the term "coloured" to describe black actors. 
 
He was on a US talk show, explaining that there are more opportunities for black actors in Hollywood than 
the UK. 
 
In a statement he said: "I can only hope this incident will highlight the need for correct usage of terminology 
that is accurate and inoffensive." 
 
He said the most "shaming aspect" was he was talking about "racial inequality" at the time of his error. 
 
So why is the term considered so offensive? 
 
In the UK the term is, at best, seen as old fashioned and "something your gran might say". But it's also 
regarded as a highly offensive racial slur which recalls a time when casual racism was a part of everyday 
life.  
 
In the US, because of the country's recent era of racial segregation, it is among the most offensive words 
for describing a black person.  
 
"[It] was used to describe anybody who was not white, which may imply that to be white is 'normal' or 
default," says the charity Show Racism the Red Card.  "If we consider it, every human has a skin colour, so 
technically we are all coloured." 
 
Historically, the word is associated with segregation, especially in the US, where black people where kept 
separate from white people - on public transport, or at drinking fountains which were described as 
"coloured-only" for example. 
 
These rules - known as "Jim Crow laws" - happened mainly in the states in the south of the US, from the 
1870s until the 1960s.  The phrase Jim Crow originated from a song-and-dance character of the 1800s. In 
the stage show a white actor "blacked up" to play the role of an African slave. No-one is quite sure how this 
name became associated with the racial hierarchy the US adopted. 
 
In part because of this association, using the phrase is seen as contributing racist behaviour, according to 
Show Racism the Red Card. 
 
It was also seen as an acceptable word to use in much of the UK until the 1960s and 1970s. 
There are places in the world where "coloured" is used without offence - for example in South Africa, where 
it refers to people who have multiple heritages. 
 
Founded in 1909, the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People) is a huge 
organisation in the US; it seeks to end discrimination on the basis of race. 
 
It is "much better" to use the word black, says Show Racism the Red Card.  "There are lots of rumours that 
cause people to feel uncomfortable about saying black, but as a descriptive term it is absolutely fine, and is 
a term that has been chosen by and is used by black people." 
 
According to the British Sociological Association, there are other words and phrases used to describe race, 
skin colour and heritage which could be found offensive however. 
 
"Halfe-caste" is a "dated, racist term which should be avoided", they explain.  "Mixed race is a misleading 
term since it implies that a 'pure race' exists." 
 
They advise alternatives including "mixed parentage" and "dual heritage”.” 

 
Source http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/30999175 (27.1.15) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/30994775
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/30999175


Comments and reactions to: The Rocket 

That’s what the film club is about     An explosive, unpredictable story! 
An unexpected and unpretentious little gem  Remarkable – so unexpected  
 Finally a happy ending – wonderful scenery – has inspired a visit   Great film! 
 Beautiful film and a happy ending        Enthralling 
Thoroughly enjoyable film – scenery fantastic   A delight and inspiration  
Excellent!  Beautifully acted and photographed   Very enjoyable – well acted 
What a great film – direction, story and the wonderful kids 
A really charming film – what great photography of both people and place 
Excellent!  Entertaining and an insight into another culture 
A rare chance to see something of the people and country of Laos – fascinating 
Very fine!  Exciting, funny, interesting along with the awful political back story. 
Excellent choice – well done the Committee    Best film so far – thank you 
 
Score  1 2 3 4 5 6   7 8   9  10  
   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 5 4 15 9 ~ 
No of reaction slips received = 33     Average Score = 7.85 

Position Film Average Score 
1st Captain Phillips 8.1 

3rd Saving Mr Banks 7.78 

4th A Royal Affair 7.76 

5th All Quiet on the Western Front 7.19 

6th = Wadjda 7.06 

6th = Sunshine on Leith 6.92 

8th  Un Secret 6.92 

10th  Behind the Candelabra 6.47 

11th  Mintras Duermes 5.8 

 

 

Our next film  
Thursday 26 
March 2015:  

 

Exactly 40 years 
to the day of its 
London premiere, 
we are pleased to 
present................  
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