The Main Feature
Season 39 - Issue 2
USA
2 hours 10 minutes

screening 27.9.18

2017
Cert 12A

Director, writer and co-producer: Paul Thomas Anderson
Music: Jonny Greenwood
Editor: Dylan Tichenor
Cast:
Daniel Day-Lewis as Reynolds Woodcock
Vicky Krieps as Alma Elson
Lesley Manville as Cyril Woodcock
Camilla Rutherford as Johanna
Gina McKee as Countess Henrietta Harding
Daniel Day-Lewis is often hailed as one of the best
actors of his generation. He's also one of the most
dedicated, notorious for his intense preparation and
method acting whenever he steps onto a film set. That
was certainly true of his approach to Phantom Thread,
which reunites him with There Will Be Blood director
Paul Thomas Anderson.
To become Woodcock, Day-Lewis, watched archival
footage of fashion shows from the 1940s and ’50s,
studied the lives of designers, and most important,
learned to sew. He consulted with the curator of fashion
and textiles at the Victoria and Albert Museum. And for many months he apprenticed under Marc Happel,
who is head of the costume department at the New York City Ballet, watching intently and then helping to
reconstruct the famous Marc Chagall costumes for a production of Firebird.
His education culminated with a re-creation of a Cristóbal Balenciaga's sheath dress from a
photograph. “The Balenciaga dress was very simple,” he stated in an interview with W magazine “Or at
least it looked very simple until I had to figure out a way to make it and then realized, My God, this is
incredibly complicated. There is nothing more beautiful in all the arts than something that appears simple.
And if you try to do any goddamn thing in your life, you know how impossible it is to achieve that effortless
simplicity.”
Unable to borrow the actual dress, which is in the Balenciaga archives in Paris, Day-Lewis made a sketch
of it and then, using his wife as a fit model, set to draping heavy gray flannel directly on her tall, narrow
frame. “Rebecca was very patient,” Day-Lewis said “The code that I had to crack was a very particular
gusset in the armpit. You couldn’t tell from the photos how the gusset was designed. Marc and I each
worked on our version of the gusset and, through trial and error, figured it out.” Day-Lewis lined the dress in
silk, in a pinky shade of lilac that would become Woodcock’s signature hue.
"I must say, it turned out pretty darn well," costume designer Bridges says. "I believe his wife has worn it
out in public. He certainly does his homework."

Ever the method actor, Day-Lewis requested
that he not rehearse with Krieps beforehand. In
fact, they met for the first time on set, to film the
scene in which Reynolds introduces himself to
Alma. As this was the first leading English role
for the Luxembourgish actress that must have
been a daunting experience. Indeed, she
stated “That was unusual and scary, because I
didn’t know what to expect.” But she
considered that his full immersion into the
role ultimately helped her own performance: “I
just accepted whatever he would bring as a
character. I didn’t have to ask myself, ‘Is this the
character, or is this Daniel now?’“
And as the relationship between Reynolds and Alma progressed, so did the actors’ friendship offscreen.
“As the story would go along, we would meet in between (takes) and have tea, or eat our lunch on the
square outside of the house," Krieps adds. "But it was always related to the character and the work.”
"What’s missing from all stories that you read about Daniel and the mythology that seems to follow him
around is just how funny he is," Anderson says. “That might seem strange, because he’s considered a very
serious actor, but he knows what makes me laugh and how to do it." Some of Day-Lewis' comical
contributions included Reynolds' meticulous grooming ritual and unwieldy breakfast order early in the film.
“The concept of Cyril’s costume came from reading
about Cristóbal Balenciaga's house and how his
main saleswoman had an unofficial uniform—navyblue dress, pearls, and hair tightly put back. I had
originally wanted the navy blue on Cyril, but Paul
wanted to play up [Manville’s] fair English skin and
blue eyes, so we settled on charcoal,” said Bridges,
crediting bespoke London tailor Thomas von
Nordheim for creating Cyril’s incredible, structured
dresses. “With Lesley, I wanted things that seemed
elegant and easy and, because she is a very petite
woman, to have an unbroken line that would be
lengthening on her. She wanted to wear a higher
heel, which I think makes her glide in a little more
sexy manner, or authoritarian as well.”
To ensure that everyone within the House of Woodcock represented the perfectionism of its founder,
Bridges said that the Phantom Thread cast underwent rigorous costuming sessions: “Lesley likes to joke
that she had more hours of fittings than she had shooting days.”
In his rare interview with W magazine, Day-Lewis discussed an inexplicable "sadness" that came over him
while playing the character, which contributed to his decision to retire from acting. Asked if he's ever
concerned that the three-time Oscar winner goes too deeply into his roles, Anderson responds, "Not really.
I like the way that he works, and I feel at home with the same level of investment and concentration."
As for his retirement, which he announced by a written statement, Anderson says "Like a lot of people, I
hope he changes his mind,". He hasn't broached the subject with him yet, but "maybe we'll deal with it
later."
Iain McGlashan
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WNCC members can attend any
film in their new season for £3:
Films in 2018:
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri
The Death of Stalin
The Nile Hilton Incident
The Post
The Florida Project
The Breadwinner

14 September
5 October
2 November
16 November
30 November
21 December

The Olive Tree
The Shape of Water
A Matter of Life and Death
The Handmaiden
The Eagle Huntress
Logan Lucky

11 January
1 February
1 March
22 March
12 April
3 May

Films in 2019:

All you have to do when you go to Chertsey Hall, Heriot
Road, Chertsey, KT16 9DR (free parking) is show your
WNCC membership card and then pay the £3 fee.
A reciprocal arrangement is in place for their members.

Comments and reactions to: Darkest Hour
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An excellent start to the season – superb cast
An excellent film
Excellent – very stirring. Thank goodness for Winston!
Excellent
Brilliant cinematography, acting, music
Excellent
Not the best portrayal of Churchill!
Nothing changes in politics
A sterling performance from Oldman
An outstanding performance
Stirring stuff! Tour de force for Gary Oldman
A tour de force by Oldman, but the story not quite accurate
Great performance by Gary Oldman – not sure about some of the writing
Remarkable performance by Gary Oldman with some creaky plot devices
Well portrayed but Winston a little less than convincing
Not really my type of film. Found it rather long. Wonder how close to how it was?
No disappointment on second viewing
Not sure how historically accurate it was
Worth a second watch. Period costumes good, but the general public all too clean
and neat
2nd time of watching – this time was able to fully appreciate the speeches and the drama

Our next film on 11 October:
Showing as a tribute to it’s two lead
actors who passed away in 2017
“a well-tuned character piece starring
screen legend Jean Rochefort and French
pop icon Johnny Hallyday as strangers
with nothing in common whose chance
meeting sparks a powerful friendship.”
“It has real actors, a real story, a real
point, and is the work of a real filmmaker,
Patrice Leconte.”
“There's a special pleasure in watching
Rochefort and Hallyday.”
“The chemistry between the two leads is
remarkable.”
“This is an actor's picture, with Hallyday's
craggy menace chiming perfectly with
Rochefort's rueful charm.”

