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USA UK release 17.2.2017 111 minutes Cert 15

Director Barry Jenkins (also screenplay writer)
Based on In Moonlight Black Boys Look Blue by Tarell Alvin McCraney 

Music Nicholas Britell
Cinematography James Laxton
Editors Nat Sanders and Joi McMillon

Cast:
Ashton Sanders as Teen Chiron / "Black" (nickname given by Kevin)
Trevante Rhodes as Adult Chiron / "Black" Alex Hibbert as Child Chiron / "Little"
Kevin Jones, Chiron's closest friend André Holland as Adult Kevin
Jharrel Jerome as Teen Kevin Jaden Piner as Child Kevin
Naomie Harris as Paula, Chiron's mother Janelle Monáe as Teresa, Juan's girlfriend
Mahershala Ali as Juan, a drug dealer Patrick Decile as Terrel, a school bully

Moonlight follows the impact of a young man's upbringing, relationships and surroundings across three 
periods of his life.  



The writer-director, Barry Jenkins, was born in Liberty City in 1979, and witnessed its decline and fall.

The gun violence and gang warfare that would erupt later, decimating families and entire communities, had 
yet to reach the dizzying levels that they eventually would But to anyone living there at the dawn of the drug
age — even a boy with nothing to compare it to — something was obviously amiss.

"There were a lot of people whose family members were addicted to drugs, and the neighborhood was so small 
that you'd see them around," he recalls. "It was such a raging epidemic that lots of people's mothers and fathers 
were on crack. There was even a song at the time, 'Your Mama's on Crack Rock.' The chorus went, 'Yo' mama's 
on crack rock! Not my mama. Yo' mama's on crack rock!'"

Jenkins' mother, a nurse, was indeed on crack rock. As a child, he could never remember a time when she 
wasn't.

"My mom became addicted very early in my life, [when I was] maybe 2, maybe 3 years old," says Jenkins. "I was
very aware of it, but I created this version of myself where it didn't seem to affect me: 'Nothing's going to affect 
me going through life.' It was a complicated childhood, though it wasn't till I was 23 or 24 that I realized how 
complicated it was. I'd see my mom around the neighborhood [in a drug-induced state]. That was a head trip."

Who knows the full impact this must have had on him, but he emerged strong enough to put himself through film 
school at Florida State University, and then move on to a career in film.

"I kept to myself," he says. "I was a homebody. I would go to school, come home and listen to music or space 
out. I was very content to sit back and watch everybody. I felt that was the only way I could protect myself. 
Because even as a kid, you realize: Something is f—ed up right now."

During filming, Jenkins made sure that the three actors for Chiron did not meet each other until after filming to 
avoid any imitations of one another.  Consequently, Rhodes, Sanders, and Hibbert filmed in separate two-week 
periods.  Mahershala Ali frequently flew to Miami on consecutive weekends to film during the production of other 
projects.  Naomie Harris shot all of her scenes in three days without rehearsals,while André Holland filmed the 
totality of his scenes in five.  The film was shot in a period of twenty five days and cost less than $5 million..

Jenkins made an effort to film in locations where he previously lived. Liberty Square, a housing project located in
the neighborhood of Liberty City, was chosen as one of the primary locations as both McCraney and Jenkins 
grew up in the area. The film was shot undisturbed since Jenkins had relatives living in the area, though the cast
and crew had police escorts. (In the first seven months of 2014 alone, some 43 people residing in a few blocks 
of Liberty City were shot and seven killed). 

Naomie Harris later reflected:
“It was the first time someone had come to their community and wanted to represent it on screen, and 
since Barry Jenkins had grown up in that area, there was this sense of pride and this desire to support 
him. You felt this love from the community that I've never felt in any other location, anywhere in the world, 
and it was so strange that it happened in a place where people were expecting the complete opposite.”

Moonlight received won three awards at the 89th Academy Awards:  for Best Picture, Best Supporting Actor and 
Best Adapted Screenplay. At the ceremony, presenters Faye Dunaway and Warren Beatty read La La Land as 
the winner of Best Picture. Beatty later stated that he had mistakenly been given the duplicate Best Actress 
envelope, for which Emma Stone had won for her role in La La Land several minutes prior.  When the mistake 
was realized, La La Land producer Jordan Horowitz came forward to announce Moonlight as the correct winner.

After I watched this film, I could see why American critics had heaped praise on it but wondered whether the film 
would feel as powerful outside that country.  Therefore I will be interested to read your comments.

Iain McGlashan
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ITEM FROM THE JULY 1992 EDITION OF “THE CHURCHILL CLARION”



•Comments and reactions to: Nora Inu (Stray Dog)
Very good choice of film   Very interesting

Interesting insight into Japanese culture.  But so slow.   Interesting, but oh so slow

Thin storyline- pedantic portrayals Very long winded – to be expected

Old fashioned policing.  Enjoyable    How many directors have copied this?

Excellent photography – good acting        A very interesting look at old Japan

How Japan has changed since '49 – a real insight

Interesting – it's interest lies in that it is of such a different culture

Very good.  Interesting to see Japan just after the war

Wonderful cinematography, aesthetically so interesting - superb period piece

An interesting choice and an interesting film of its time.  Just worth a watch 70 years on.

A glimpse into a culture in transition – but the cop/thief could be anywhere and anytime

Interesting insight into Japanese culture - formality; guilt; respect etc – but very slow and 

dated

Fascinating!  So many elements to ponder.  Lovely to see early versions of Mifune and 

Shimura.

Fascinating.  Some histrionic acting but evocative photography and set scenery.  Domo 

arigato!

Score 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  9 10

 ~ ~ ~ 4 5 11 8 8 4 2 ~

Number of reaction slips received = 42 Average Score = 5.74

Position Film Average Score

1st Lion 8.46

2nd Hidden Figures 8.4

3rd A United Kingdom 8.28

4th I, Daniel Blake 7.78

5th La Familie Belier 7.7

6th Coming Home 7.31

7th Romeo and Juliet 7.24

8th Fuglene Over Sundet (Across the Waters) 7.19 

9th Hell’s Angels 6.03

10th Nora Inu (Stray Dog) 5.74

11th La La Land 5.61

12th Mediterraneo 5.47

Our next film on 

12 April 2018:

One of the jewels of French

cinema, this impeccably

filmed story of a doomed

romance is dominated by a

radiant Simone Signoret.  


