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Director and Producer Eran Riklis 
Written by Eran Riklis and Suha Arraf
Cinematography Rainer Klusmann 
Music by Habib Shehadeh Hanna 
Edited by Tova Asher 

Cast
Hiam Abbass as Salma Zidane
Doron Tavory as Defense Minister Israel Navon
Ali Suliman as Ziad Daud
Rona Lipaz-Michael as Mira Navon
Tarik Kopty as Abu Hussam
Amos Lavi as Commander Jacob (as Amos Lavie)

The Lemon Tree (Utz Limon in Hebrew) is a film of two
stories – one human, the other political, with some excellent performances. The director, Eran Riklis, is 
Israeli, surprisingly perhaps, in view of the harsh picture of the Israeli authorities presented in the film.

Outstanding is Hiam Abbass as Salma Zidane, a Palestinian widow who 
ekes out a living from the grove of lemon trees planted by her father, 
assisted by ancient servant Tarik Copty, (Abu Hassam) who helped rear 
her after the death of her mother in her early childhood. Her way of life 
and livelihood are threatened when the Israeli defence minister, Israel 
Navron, (Doron Tavory) and his wife Mira (Rona Lipaz-Michael) move 
into a palatial house across the Green Line.

The security staff determine that the lemon grove is a security hazard 
that could provide cover for terrorists. The grove is fenced off and a 
letter, in Hebrew, which she is unable to read, is delivered to Salma 

telling her she is forbidden to enter. In spite of the system being so heavily stacked against her, with the 
steely resolve that is indicated so tellingly in her painfully severe face with its expressive eyes, she 
determines to fight the decision and engages the services of a Palestinian lawyer, Ziad Daud (Ali Suliman) 
to assist her.

While the story is told in a relatively simplistic way, there are some interesting ideas running through. The 
parallels between the lives of Salma and Mira are constant threads though their material circumstances are 
so different.  Witness their isolation and loneliness. Salma lives alone and the developing relationship 
between her and her lawyer brings criticism from a neighbour that she is at risk of dishonouring her dead 
husband, whose grim picture looks down on every happening in the house. For Mira the move has meant 
she is cut off from friends and society, and the effort of sorting the domestic arrangements in the new house
leaves her with no time to pursue her own career. 
 
Their positions as women in their respective societies also have echoes. When Salma goes to the local 
Palestinian men’s community centre to find someone who can read her letter in Hebrew you can sense the 
disapproval of her presence in this male territory. There is no compassion for her situation and she is 
immediately advised it would be totally unacceptable to take the compensation on offer, but no suggestion 



as to how she should survive. Mira has to endure her husband’s affair with his secretary, while still being 
expected to arrange the house warming that will be a reflection of his success. 

Both too experience distance from their children. In Salma’s case her daughter and son-in-law are having 
too much of a struggle with their own lives to be able to offer any support, and her son is in America in a low
paid job, while Mira does not seem at ease with her adopted daughter, Sigi, who also lives in the US.

While focussing on this one particular struggle, the film generally manages to avoid making the Israelis 
caricatures of iniquity. For instance, it shows little of the daily harassment
and humiliation so many Palestinians undergo, at border crossings in 
particular. The one scene where Salma and Ziad are delayed on their 
way to court is resolved fairly quickly when their driver makes a phone 
call and an alternative route is found. (Those scenes reminded me of the 
film Paradise Now which WNCC screened in 2006). 

Navron’s personal behaviour to his wife is reprehensible, but he does not
voice violent prejudice against the Arabs and his statements to the media
are often conciliatory. One just wishes he would use the authority he 
could undoubtedly wield to result in different options being taken.

And I think it is worth noting there is one flicker of humour in this film in the tiny role of Itamar, the security 
guard, aka Quickie, ‘because he was the slowest guy at basic training’ (Danny Leshman) who attempts to 
deal with the boredom of his job and at the same time achieve self-improvement with his distance learning 
course, audible across the site.

Overall it is a very powerful film, the stories clearly told. However, it leaves one with a sense of helplessness
that we are still a very long way from finding a realistic solution to the millennia of hostility between Arab and
Jew.

"The reception to 'Lemon Tree' in Israel wasn't very good," Riklis said, laughing. "Even though my earlier 
film 'Syrian Bride' did very well in Israel, 'Lemon Tree' was a little tough for the audience here, just in terms 
of the average Israeli saying, 'Oh, this is about a Palestinian. It must be pro-Palestinian and I don't want to 
see it.' "

Nevertheless Abbass won the Israeli Academy award for 'Best Actress'.

Riklis says he took pains to structure "Lemon Tree's" Israeli-Palestinian showdown with elements that 
people everywhere could relate to.

"Everybody understands fences, land, trees. When you hear about courts, security and defense issues, it 
rings a bell, not just in the Middle East. Security is an issue everywhere, and it's also often blown out of 
proportion. Building on this strong backbone of reality, I tried to also offer this very simple fairy-tale quality 
that allowed me to go in many directions beyond the headlines and violence, which we see daily. I don't 
think a movie can really compete with that."

“It's funny, because when I was first writing Lemon Tree, I felt very bitter in a way. I was angry about the 
constant conflict between Israel and Palestine -- and I was writing with anger. Then I calmed down and 
really came to the film with a different kind of approach, one that I have kept ever since. Not being naïve 
and not being an idiot about all these things, but really trying to keep an air of optimism, because otherwise 
why keep going? I think the main problem, not just in Israel but everywhere in the world, is not so much 
about hatred or about prejudice It's more about indifference. People finally say, "Well, who cares?" A 
thousand kids die every day in Darfur and you hear it on the news, and you shake your head in the morning 
when you see it on the news. And it’s just something that finally just ends up on the back page.” 

Sheila Coles
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The issue of Jewish settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem has long been a major
source of dispute between Israel and the Palestinians, and most of the international community.

Here is a brief guide to what it is all about published on the BBC website 3 February 2017 - 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-38458884 

What are settlements?

Settlements are communities established by Israel on land occupied in the 1967 Middle East war.

This includes the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights. The West Bank and East Jerusalem had 
previously been occupied by Jordan since the 1948-49 Arab-Israeli War. 

According to the Israeli settlement watchdog Peace Now, there are 131 settlements in the West Bank, housing about 
385,000 Israeli Jewish settlers, and 97 outposts - settlements built without official authorisation.  The group says there 
are 12 settlements in East Jerusalem, inhabited by about 200,000 settlers.

Israel also established settlements in the Gaza Strip, seized from Egypt in the 1967 war, but it dismantled them when it
withdrew from the territory in 2005. It also built settlements in the Sinai Peninsula, seized too from Egypt in 1967, but 
removed them in 1982 as part of a peace agreement with Cairo.

There are also dozens of settlements on the occupied Golan Heights, captured from Syria in the 1967 war.  Built-up 
settlement areas occupy about 2% of the West Bank but critics point out that the land controlled by settlement activity, 
such as agriculture and roads, amounts to much more than that and requires heavy military presence.

Settlers themselves choose to live in these communities for a range of reasons - from economic, encouraged by 
government subsidies, to religious, based on the belief that God gave the land to the Jewish people.

Why are settlements so contentious?

What happens with settlements has proven to be one of the most intractable issues between Israel and the 
Palestinians, and rows about them have caused the collapse of numerous rounds of peace talks.

Palestinians say the presence of settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem - land they seek for a future state - 
make such a state with contiguous territory impossible. They have demanded Israel freeze all settlement activity as a 
precondition for resuming peace talks.

Palestinians' freedom of movement is also restricted by hundreds of checkpoints, roadblocks and other obstacles used
to protect both settlements and Israel from militants.

Israel says the Palestinians are using the issue of settlements as a pretext to avoid direct talks. It says settlements are 
not a genuine obstacle to peace and are negotiable.

Under the 1993 Israel-Palestinian Oslo peace accords, the issue of settlements was to be deferred until final status 
talks - a reason why Israel objects to pre-conditions and UN resolutions on the matter.

So is a deal on settlements impossible?

Not necessarily, despite appearing insurmountable. Israel has said it is prepared to make "painful concessions" for 
peace, and it has previously shown it will relinquish settlements - such as in Sinai and Gaza, and four small sites in the
West Bank in 2005.

It has agreed to negotiate the fate of existing settlements, and Jerusalem, as part of permanent status talks.  Israel has
said in any final deal it intends to keep the largest settlement blocs, which are close to the pre-1967 ceasefire line.

This position seemed to get the endorsement of the US under former President George W Bush, who, in a letter to 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in 2004, said it was "unrealistic" to expect a full withdrawal from the West Bank in a final 
peace deal.

Opinion among Israeli Jews on whether to withdraw from settlements is fairly even.  According to a June 2016 poll, 
43% said they would support pulling out from all but the major settlement blocs as part of a peace agreement with the 
Palestinians, as opposed to 46% who said they would vote against a withdrawal.

However, the current Israeli coalition government strongly supports the settler movement and there have been calls by
some political figures to annex parts of the West Bank rather than withdraw.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-38458884
http://peacenow.org.il/en/category/settlement-watch


Comments and reactions to: Brooklyn
Follows the book well A lovely story
Very pleasant film – well acted A beautifully crafted film
A pleasant film for the occasion Enjoyable – good romance
 A pleasant way to spend an evening! Excellent
A sad film well acted and presented Beautiful – so sad
Well acted and well directed – enjoyable film 
An evocative and emotional coming of age drama
One of the best films I've seen – certainly very believable
Perfectly timed for Valentine'.  Great performances and filming
Really caught the atmosphere of that time – excellent – happy and sad
An enjoyable film bringing back memories of what it was like to be young in the 'old days' 
long ago!

Score 0 1 2 3 4 5 6  7 8  9 10 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 3 6 19 5 1

No of reaction slips received = 38 Average Score = 7.85

Position Film Average Score
1st Bridge of Spies 8.24
2nd Spotlight 8.17
3rd Brooklyn 7.85
4th Eddie the Eagle 7.79
5th The Good Lie 7.5
6th Carol 6.97
7th Gunfight at the OK Corral 6.9
8th The Big Parade 6.82
9th Hector 6.44

10th Comme Une Image 5.82

Our next film on 9 March 2017:
“Suffragette's greatest achievement is that it gives a

full-blooded picture of a struggle not so far removed in
time, and still going forth in some corners of the world

today.”

“Revives history we could all stand to know better, and
proves most useful in clarifying both what was at stake

and the rules of the game...”

“Based on real events a century ago that still resonate
loudly today, this movie takes a cleverly fictionalised
angle to explore the suffrage movement, a story that
astonishingly has never been put on film before .” 

“Mulligan turns in a strong performance, going from a
woman who has quietly resigned herself to a certain
life to a woman who is willing to speak out for others.
It's a transition that comes slowly, and it feels real.” 

“Heartbreaking and powerfully relevant.”
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