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Director- Kevin Macdonald 
Screenplay - Peter Morgan 

Jeremy Brock 
Cinematography Anthony Dod Mantle 
Editor Justine Wright 
Music Alex Heffes 
Cast 
General ldi Amin Dad 
Dr Nicholas Garrigan 
Kay Amin 
Dr Merrit 
Sarah Merrit 
Nigel Stone 
Dr Junju 

Forest Whittaker 
James McAvoy 
Kerry Washington 
Adam Kantz 
Gillian Anderson 
Simon McBurney 
David Oyelowo 

It is not always easy to distinguish fact from fiction -
indeed some seem to think that it hardly matters. But let us start by establishing the historical 
accuracy of what we are about to see. 

The film is based on Giles Faden's novel "The Last King of Scotland" but ldi Amin, and the events 
surrounding him in the movie, are real enough. Amin, played by Forest Whittaker, had a known 
fondness for all things Scottish. But Nicholas Garrigan (James McAvoy) the cocky yet callow Scottish 
graduate doctor is a made up character; although his story is based loosley on the events in the life of 
English-born Bob Astles who was an advisor to Amin. Like the novel, the film mixes fiction with real 
events in Ugandan history and Amin's life, to provide an impression of Amin and Uganda under his 
vicious and totalitarian rule. But it often departs from the actual historical detail and timing of events, 
so that, for example, while Amin expelled the Indians in 1972 and the aircraft hijacking took place in 
1976, in the film they appear to be closer together. Also many of the Ugandan landmarks which we 
see did not exist in the 1970's. 

The film starts with Garrigan heading for Uganda to seek adventure and to escape from the humdrum 
life of his parents. In Uganda, eager to change the world (and sow a few wild oats in the process), he 
works in a small clinic in the countryside with Dr Merrit (Adam Kantz) and his wife Sarah (Gillian 
Anderson). The time is the early 1970's and the 45 year old Amin, the Uganda Army Commander and 
former army boxing champion, has just led a successful coup to overthrow President Milton Obote. 
Following a chance meeting and seduced by Amin's rhetoric, Garrigan accepts a position as Amin's 
personal physician. 

Amin soon takes Garrigan into his confidence, consulting him on state matters and presenting to him 
a life style far removed from the impoverised coutryside Garrigan had come to Uganda to serve. 
Garrigan's image of Amin turns to idolatry. 



Hawver, Garrigan slowly begins to find it difficult to reconcile this with the increasingly brutal and 
repressive regime of violence and opression engulfing the country. And yet though his participation in 
Amin's household, Garrigan could hardly claim to be an innocent bystander. Eventually, Garrigan 
decides he must leave Uganda and turns in vain for help to the local British officials whom he had 
previously despised for their imperialist bigotry. Garrigan meanwhile has an affair with one of Amin's 
wives (Kerry Washington), who is executed. And as a result of this he decides to assasinate Amin. 
The plot is discovered and Garrigan is ordered to be beaten and tortured. Eventually, he is rescued 
by a Ugandan colleague Dr Junju (David Oyelowo) and escpes leaving behind a furious Amin. 

Part Amin biopic, part political drama and part suspenseful thriller, Kevin Macdonald has taken a 
break from award winning documentaries, and created an unashamedly entertaining film in his fiction 
debut. Macdonald presents us with a renowned monster who appears for a fair chunk of the movie as 
an endearingly eccentric figure. But let us not be fooled. Am in was no affably bonkers weirdo, but a 
vicious mass murderer whom it is alleged had over 300,000 Ugandans killed before he was forced 
into excile in Saudi Arabia. 

As Macdonald was switching with assurance from documentary film maker to the production of a 
character drama and out and out thriller, so Forrest Whittaker was embarked on a similar 
transformation. It is hard to believe that an actor previously renowned for his gentleness and cuddly 
roles, could play such a monster as ldi Amin. Whitaker's chilling, charismatic performance captured 
both the enticing charm and genocidal violence of Amin. He received considerable critical acclaim, 
winning the Best Actor award at the Academy Awards, Golden Globes, Screen Actors Guild and the 
BAFTAS. While Forest Whitaker scooped awards, James McAvoy gained credit in holding his own in 
the face of Whitakers electrifying performance and indeed was himself nominated at the BAFTAS for 
Best Supporting Actor. 

The Last King of Scotland has much to say about the morality of international politics and in the first 
part at least Kevin Macdonald's docuentary background is clearly evident. But here we have a first 
rate thriller and what, I hope you will agree, is never less than breathlessly gripping entertainment. 

Neville Ledsome 



Trivia 
• Director Kevin Macdonald and his producers met Ugandan president Yoweri Museveni to get 

permission to film in Uganda. "He really responded to the idea that we wanted to make a film about Ugandan 

history in the same way that everybody we met responded," recalls Macdonald. "They wanted this story to be 

told . They didn't feel prejudiced against us because we were foreigners wanting to tell their story - they were 

very generous, and the president gave us carte blanche and even allowed us to film in the parliament building 

while parliament was in session. We also had the co-operation of the army and we were allowed to close down 

the main street in the city." 

• ILis-lheJirst Wesiern production shot in Uganda since Mississippi Masala (1991) in 1990. 

• The airplane shown at the very end taking the hijack victims to safety is an Antonov An-12BK. 

• The Last King of Scotland is a fictional account, but one which incorporates real events. 

"The Last King of Scotland" is a moniker that Amin bestowed on himself. 

The Times journalist is played by Dr. Dick Stockley who is a British doctor who lives and works in 

Kampala, Uganda. 

The film opened on general release in Uganda on February 23rd 2007. 

• In the first scene in the village, where ldi Amin does his speech one of the spectators can be seen 

wearing a boy scout uniform with a Canadian flag on the chest. 

• The black Mercedes presidential limousine used in the film had actually been Amin's . 

ldia Amin's full title is as follows "His Excellency President for Life, Field Marshal AI Hadji Doctor ldi 

Am in, VC, DSO, MC, Lord of All the Beasts of the Earth and Fishes of the Sea, and Conqueror of the British 

Empire in Africa in General and Uganda in Particular" . 

• According to Forest Whitaker, he stayed in character as ldi Amin even when he was not on the set. 

On the DVD director's commentary, Kevin Macdonald states that during filming of ldi Amin's visit to the 

L · village near the mission, many of the local extras thought it was the real ldi Am in on stage giving speeches. 

• The movie was based on the book by Giles Foden, who also cameos as a British Journalist at the press 

conference held by Amin. 

Note writers: 

We have quite a few gaps for note writers for the remainder of the season, if you are 
interested in producing a set, please fill in your details on the form in the refreshments 
area. 

Thanks 



Reactions to .... 

Little Miss Sunshine - lOth January 2008 

Score 0 
Votes IV 

1 
IV 

2 
IV 

3 
1 

4 
IV 

5 
2 

Total Votes - 44 Average Score- 7.886 

Film Score 
The Lives of 8.23 

Others 
Little Miss 7.886 
Sunshine 

Notes on a 7.73 
Scandal 

Pans Labyrinth 6.88 
The Prestige 6.86 

Offside 6.56 
L'Enfant 6.37 

Belle et Ia Bette 5.97 

The Day I 5.72 
became a 
Woman 

Your views 

6 
1 

7 
6 

8 
23 

9 
8 

10 
3 

Position in Season - 2"d 

Position 
1st 

2"d 

3 rd 

4th 

5 th 
6th 
7th 

8 th 

gth 

Good running jokes and visual one liners, but other than that a lightweight film 
One of the funniest films I have seen -very clever portrayal of a dysfunctional 
family we can all recognise. 
Well worth coming out for on a miserable winter night- delightful 
A really good start to the year! 
Hilarious \...__., 
Very funny - unexpected pleasure 
I wouldn't have missed it for the world 
A little gem 

Next Time 

141h February 2008 - Black Cat White Cat 

Matko is a small time hustler who lives by the Danube with l 7 year old son Zare . After 

a failed business deal he owes money to the much more successful gangster Dadan 

and tries to arrange a marriage to sort out the debt. Funny and romantic. 

(!\uqoslavia/ 1998/l 2 7 mins 
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