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TECHNICAL CREDITS 

Screenplay . . .. .. . .. .. . . . .. .. ... .. .. . GREGORY NA VA and ANNA THOMAS 
Director . . . .. .. . . . ... . . . . . ...... .. .. .. GREGORY NA VA 
Producer . . .. .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . .... .... . ANNA THOMAS 
Cinematography . ... .. . ..... .. .. . JAMES GLENNON 
Sound ..... .... ... ......... ... .. ...... ROBERT YERINGTON 
Film Editor .. . . .... .. ........... .... BETSY BLANKETT 

CAST 

Rosa Xuncax . . .. . .. . ... . .. . ... .. .. ZAIDE SILVIA GUTIERREZ 
Enrique Xuncax . . .. . ... ... ... .. .. DAVID VILLALPANDO 
Arturo Xuncax . .. . ... . .. ... ... .. . ERNESTO GOMEZ CRUZ 
Lupe Xuncax . .. ... . .. . . .. . ... . .. . ALICIA DEL LAGO 
Josefita .... ... ... ... ..... ...... ..... . STELLA QUA'N 
Raimundo ... ... ... ... . ... . ..... . .. . ABEL FRANCO 
Nacha .. . . . . . . .. .. . .. . . ... . .. . .. . . .. . LUPE ONTIVEROS 



El Norte (The North) is an independent American film directed by Gregory Nava and 
produced by Anna Thomas. They wrote the screenplay together as husband and wife 
and filmed it under harrowing conditions. 

The film tells the story of Enrique and Rosa - brother and sister - and their journey 
from Guatemala to America following the murder of their father and the disappearance 
of their mother. The journey is beset with difficulties. They are reliant on operators or 
"coyotes" to smuggle them across the Mexican border into America. This involves 
crawling through rat infested sewers. Once across the border they find jobs, but life in 
the U.S is not what they dreamt it to be. 

There were numerous problems in making El Norte. Nava and Thomas worked with a 
limited budget. The highlands of Chiapas in Mexico were a convincing alternative to 
the Guatemalan landscape, but they turned out to be a violent place to film. The local 
officials were unreliable due to frequent drunkenness and at one point the production 
manager was kidnapped and held for 12 hours. Fortunately the film was able to be 
made. 

The background to the story is interesting. Gregory Nava lived in San Diego as a child 
and often crossed the Mexican border to visit relatives. He was curious about the 
people he met. He may have felt as I did when visiting Tijuana as a young adult and 
seeing the deprivation and squalor so close to the affiuence of the U.S. In making El 
Norte Nava wanted to avoid just portraying the Third World as the starving 
unfortunate people of the Earth, without attempting to. capture the undeniable beauty 
and magical richness of their lives. 

Nava and Thomas have previously collaborated on The Confessions of Armans" 
(1973). The film was written, produced and directed by Nava and shot with a budget 

of just $13,000. It won the Best First Feature at the Chicago International Film 
Festival. Nava also assisted Thomas with her 1977 film ·"The Haunting ofM". 

El Norte has some parallels with the highly acclaimed Swiss film "Journey of Hope" . 
Both films share the theme of finding a better life in the First World. The film has been 
criticised by some for being overly sentimental. I do not agree. The film is 
compassionate, heart-rending and unforgettable. There are few films more appropriate 
to be shown during One World Week. · 

Steve Jarvis 

David Villalpando (centre). 
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